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Nowadays “Postmodernism” is a widely used concept. However, such popularity by
no means generates better reputation for it. We may run into numerous jokes biting
at postmodernism and postmodernists. What takes us aback is the fact that people
who had never heard of postmodernism know that this concept is unclear and
misty, it embraces a wide variety of different and incompatible things.

Authors that adhere to the aforementioned tendency of the critique fail to
remember that each and every “-ism” could be forced to face similar charges:
capitalism, liberalism, Marxism, Froidism or Surrealism. All these terms hide nu-
merous phenomena, unlike and incompatible behind the walls. In this sense “post-
modernism” is by far not an exceptional term: there are many, not one, definition
of “postmodernism”. In this article the author sets himself the aim of finding out
why should we need the concept of “postmodernism”. Having set this aim the
author reviews the major epoch of the Western culture and philosophy, ponders on
the basics of the Western political thought before and after the Second World War,
the linguistic turn characteristic to the modern philosophy, the turn which unveiled
the deficiencies in the modern concept of the individual and opened up the doors to
the discussions on the language and the reality, and so on.

We should solve two main tasks before our discussions on postmodernism start
making sense. First, we should deliver a clear description of the concept of “moder-
nity”. Given that post-modernity follows modernity, the author identifies the
outstanding characteristics of the modern era. This is the first step. Proving that
there is a difference in quality between the two epochs is another task.

Author identifies two concepts of postmodernism – the narrow one and the
wide one. The first of these has to do with the so-called “French post-structural-
ism”. This version of postmodernism gets hold by means of introducing the ideas
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of the last-century’s French poststructuralist authors as an entire postmodernism.
This version is an eccentric version of postmodernism. Jacques Derrida, Michel
Foucault, Gilles Deleuze, Jean Baudrillard and Richardas Rorty represent it. Arturas
Tereškinas demonstrates the Lithuanian eccentricity of this postmodernism.

The wider perspective of treating this phenomenon exists parallel to the previ-
ous narrow concept of postmodernism. In this case postmodernism is presented as
a separate cultural and philosophic epoch. The disciples of this perspective think
that it is not only the views that separate Descartes and Wittgenstein, Immanuel
Kant and John Rawls. Entire cultural epochs separate them. Seen from a narrow
perspective postmodernism drew its first breast more or less in concert with the
June 1968’s revolutionary events in Paris. At the same time the origin of postmod-
ernism as an epoch of philosophic and cultural thinking could be traced down to the
far more remote times. According to Foucault, its roots lie down somewhere
between 1775 and 1825, which means that Hegel was almost right pronouncing
that he concludes the Western philosophy. On the other hand, Hegel should be seen
as concluding only one of the epochs of the Western philosophy.
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